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Reply to Office action of April 24, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1. (canceled) 
Claim 2. (canceled) 

Claim 3. (amended) Th e fishing apparatus of claim 1, wherein, 

a first barrol swivel having a wide s t portion witk a- dtarn e t e r greater than the 
spring of the spring bi a s e d - lead e r connects be tween the dista l end of the first - fishing lino 
and th e spring and between the distal end of the first fishing line and the leader l i ne of th e 
s p r ing biased l o ad e r and a se c ond barrel swivel having a widest portion with afe tmeter 
greater than the spring bias e d leader e n nnortn . hntwnnn thin ry^™ nm j tfr 0 proximate ond 
of the s e cond fishing lino and b e tween the leader line of the spring bias e d leador and the 
proximate end of the second fishing lino, and 

wherein the float includes a pas s ag e way exten di ng therethr o ugh having ft4ength 
that is sh o rt e r than the l e ader lino - of th e spring bi a sed loader an<k* diameter tha t is both 
greater than the spring of the spring biased lead e r and less than th e di ameters of tho 
widest portions of the first - er s e cond barj - c lr swiv e ls, tho passageway receiving tho spring 
biase d - l e ad e r such that th o first and second barrel sw i vels arc d is p os e d at opp osite ends of 
th e passageway, 

a fishing apparatus comprising : 
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(a) a float having a passageway extending between opposing surfaces thereof, 

(b) a first fishing line havin g a proximate end and a distal end, said proximate end 
for securement for retrieval by an angler. 

(c) a second fishing line having a proximate end and a distal end, said distal end 
for attaching, a ilsh catching device, 

(<?) a first barrel swivel which is too large to enter said passageway of said float- 
said first barrel swivel attached to said distal end of said first fishing line> 

(e) a second barrel swivel which is too large to enter said passageway of said 
float said second barrel swivel attached to said proximate end of said second fishing line. 

(f) a spring biased leader including a spring and a generally non-resilient leader 
line, said spring passing through the float passageway and connecting said first barrel 
swivel and said second barr el swivel, said soring for extending between an unextended 
length and an extended length, and said leader line also passing through the passageway 
and also connecting said first bar rel swivel and said second barrel swivel, said leader line 
having a length which is greater than the unextended length of said spring and sufficient 
to allow extension of the spring when said second barrel swivel moves away from said 
first barrel swiveL 

whereby a fish striking upon said fish catching device may cause extension of said 
spring until said leader line is taut such that the fish then pulls against said first fishing 
line via said leader line. 

i 

Claim 4. (amended) A fishing apparatus, comp risiogT- 

i 
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a buoyant float for floating in a body of water, the buoy a nt float having a to p 
surface and a bottom su rf ace and a substantially straight and v e rtica l- passageway 
e xt e nding b e tween t he top and bottom surfaces; 

a first link element for placement above the p ass ag e way of the float for receiving 
ono end of a first fishing lino, tho first link element having a wid e st portion larg e r than the 
passageway diameter, 

a s e cond link e l e m e nt for placement below th e passageway of the float for 
rec e iving on e end a s e cond fishing line having an opposite fr ee end for carrying a fi s h 
catching device, th e second link elem e nt also having a wid e st portion larger than the 
passag e way diamete r 

a s pring bias e d lead e r including q spring and a gen e rally unyi e lding leader line, 
the spri n g passing through th e float pass ag e way for conn e cting - th e first link elcmont and 
th e s e cond link element, the spring for e xt e nding between an un e xtended length and an 
e xt e nd e d l e ngth, and th e l e ader line also passing through the passageway and also 
connecting tho first link e lem e nt and tho se cond link el e ment, tho loader line having a 
le ngth which is gr e at e r than the unattended l e ngth of the spring and suffic ie nt to allow 
e xt e nsion of the spring when th o second link element moves away from the first lin k 

wXCXX IGX3 tj 

wh e reby, a fish biting and pulling at thc-distal end of the second fishing lino pulls 
upon the spring biased loader causing the spring to ext e nd until th e non rosUiont lcadc ? 
line is taut thus prcventing^urther e xt e nsion of the spring and thus o pposing the forc es 
applied by the fish with progr e ssively increas i ng tension. 
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The fishin g apparatus of claim 3 wherein: 

at least one of said first and second barrel swivels is replaced by a link element, 
said link element including at least one circlet having a diameter greater than said 
passageway of said float. 

Claim 5. (amended) fte A fishing apparatus of claim 1 ? wh e r e in, 

the first and s e cond link elements-are barr e l swivels comprising: 

(a) a float hav ing an upper surface and a lower surface and a substantially straight 
and vertical passageway extending between said upper and lower surfaces. 

(b) a first fishing line hav ing a proximate end for securing to a fixed obiect for 
retrieval by an angler and a distal end. 

(c) a second fishing line having a proximate end a distal end for attaching a fish 
catching device. 

(d) a first barrel swivel located above said passageway of said attached to said 
distal end of said first fishing line, said barrel swivel including a port ion that is wider than 
said passageway. 

(e) a second b arrel swivel located below said passageway of said float attached to 
said proximate end of said second fishing line having an opposite free end for carrying a 
fish catching device, t he second barrel swivel also including a portion that is wider than 
said passageway. 

(Si a spring biased leader including a soring and a generally non-resilient leader 
l in e, said spring passing through the float passageway and connecting said first barrel 
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swivel and said second barrel swiveL said spring for extending between an unextended 
length and an extended length, and said leader line also passing: through the passageway 
and also connecting said first barrel swivel and said second barrel swiveU said leader line 
having a length which is greater t han the unextended length of said soring and sufficient 
to allow extension of the spring when said second barrel swivel moves away from said 
first barrel swiveL 

whereby, a fish striking at said distal end of the second fishing line pulls upon the 
spring biased leader causing said spring to extend until the non-resilient leader line is 
taut th us preventing, further extension of said spring and thus opposing the forces applied 
bv the fish with progressively increasing tension . 

Claim 6, (amended) The fishing apparatus of claim [4] _5, wherein, 

the said leader line is at least one inch longer than fee said spring when the said 
spring is not extended and fee said spring has a spring constant of at least four pounds 
force per inch of extension. 

Claim 7. (amended) The fishing apparatus of claim [4] _5, wherein, 

the said leader line is at least one inch longer than the said spring when fee said 
spring is not extended and fee said spring has a spring constant of substantially between 
six and ten pounds force per inch of extension. 

Claim 8. (amended) The fishing apparatus of claim [4] J5, wherein, 
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the said upper surface of the said float includes a raised portion and the said 
passageway extends between the said raised portion and the said lower surface of the 
float. 

Claim 9. (amended) The fishing apparatus of claim [4] _5 9 wherein, 

fee said upper surface of the float includes a raised portion and the said lower 
surface of the float includes a recessed ponton portion and the said passageway extends 
between the said raised portion of the upp e r surf aee and said recessed portion efthe lower 
surface . 

Claim 10. (amended) The fishing apparatus of claim [4] _5 7 wherein, 

the said float is hollow and includes a valve for equalizing air pressure within the 
said float with air pressure outside of the said float* 

Claim 1 L (amended). The fishing apparatus of claim [4] wherein, 

the said float is hollow and includes a valve for equalizing air pressure within the 

float with air pressure outside of the float, and, 

the said upper surface of the float includes a raised portion and the said lower 

surface of the float includes a recessed poriton portion and the said passageway extends 

between the said raised portion ef the upp e r s ur fac e and said recessed portion of tho lower 

surface . 
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Claim 12. (amended). A method for deploying an unattended fishing line having a 
fishing line with a fish catching device disposed at the end thereof, comprising the steps 
of: 

(a) obtaining a float, 

(b) associating a first link e l e men t barrel swivel with *be said float such that tke 
said float supports the said link element first barrel swivel. 

(c) connecting a first fishing line to link e leme nt said first barrel swivel, 

(d) connecting the said first link element barrel swivel to a spring which can 
extend between an unextended length and an extended length, 

(e) connecting *he said first link elem e nt barrel swivel to a substantially non- 
resilient leader line having a length greater than the unextended length of the spring, 

(f) connecting a second liak barrel swivel to the ends of the spring and the leader 
line opposite the said first liak barrel swivel . 

(g) connecting to the said second link barrel swivel a second fishing line having a 
fish catching device at its distal end, 

(h) conn e cting securing the first fishing line to a fixed object for later retrieval, 

and, 

(i) placing the float and the second fishing line in a body of water suitable for 

fishing. 

Claim 13 (canceled). 
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Claim 14 (amended) [A] Ihe method ft* of claim 12, wherein, 

the said first and second links arc first and second barrel swivels which each have 
a widest portion larger in diameter than the said spring, 

the said float includes a passageway having a diameter larger than the diameter of 
the spring and smaller than the widest portions of the said barretl swivels, and, 

&e said spring and the leader line pass through the passageway of the float and the 
said first and second barrel swivels are respectively c onnected to eaeh opposite end ends 
of the said leader line and the said spring. 

Claim 15 (amended) [A] The method fe* of claim 1 2, wherein, 

the said leader line is at least one inch longer than the said spring when 
unextended and the said spring has a spring constant of at least four pounds force per inch 
of extension. 

Claim 16 (new) The method of claim 12 ? wherein, 

at least one of said first and second barrel swivels is replaced by a link element, 
said link clement including at least one circlet having a diameter greater than said 
passageway of said float. 
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